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Remin‘scences of a Detachod Volunteer |

in 2 Regular Battery.
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BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEKR.
Hand-to-hand Fighting With
Revolvers and Rammers.
-
PLUCKY VERMONTERS,
-
ettty s Div 1 F«¢ .1|_,'.'|.‘. Ean B
Aln t Single-handed.
L {
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NIX.
A 1 1 o clock in 1]1!'
morning of Oct. 14,
. having wo further
* tricks of camp-gnard |
to stand that night, 1
immediately turned

in for a good sleep,
and being very tired,
slept the sleep of the
just. 1 remember that
when I tarped in
everything was 8o
quiet that I thought
there couldn’t possi-
bly be any alarm on
such a night, and so 1
puiled off my boots,
jacket and trousers, and crawled into our
warm douhle blankets, in a sense of perfect
security. Falling asleep almost instantly, I |
realized nothing until I felt & rode shake |
and heard Pat's voice, “Tuarn out, quick!® |
We're atizcked ! ” and the shrill blast of our
bugles and the shouts of our officers, and the |
rattle of the barness, and, above all, the crash,
crash, crash of rapid volleys up in frout—
all of which, in the fog and darkness, made a
perfect pandemonium. But I was * too oid
a Regular ™ to be “rattied” by a little thing |
like that, and so, crawling out of the shelter-
tent, ] “dressed ™ in the open air and ran to |
sy post, Jeaving everything in the tent just
a= it was—hlankets, haversacks, canteen,
ete. taking nothing with me but my re
volver-beit, which I buckled on as I ran to
post. I found I was tardly at the gun, as ail
the other fellows had slépt with everything
on but their boots. The tcams had been
hooked up and they were beginning to move
off with the section when 1 reached our gan.
The sound of lattie in front rose heavier
and heavier through the fog. As we moved
to take position, which was not smore than
100 yards from our camp, we saw the Ver-
monters on our left and Wheaton's old Bri-
gade (then commanded by Col. Warner) on
our right—we were in the interval between
them —rapidly deploying through the fog
snd gloom. They moved ont in front of us
and crossed the brook, we remaining on the
kncll. It was now growing lighter, but the
fog still hung low and not muoch conld be
seen ; but 2 greal deal could be beard, and
3t kept petting Jouder and coming closer—
yells, volleys, occasional cannon-shots, ete.
Iy this time it may bave been between Gand 7 |
. w. The fogwas begiuning to * seale up™ l
where we were, and in a few minotes we !
Could see (juile a distance up the pELz ,—per- :
bLaps 49 rods —and conld distinguish objects |
8s fur as the grove west of the pike. And
just at this moment the wreck hove in sight ; |
on the pike, in the fields, oot of the grove, |

everywhere, stresming out of the fog came |
the disordered masses of a)l arms, in indis- |
voufusion, of Crook’s and
Emory’s commands, with the remnants of

their traine and artillery, and ull the imagia-

Linru-hiable

able delyris of a routed camp surging down :

Ll pike sod through the fields west of it |
in wreck and rain that beggars langaage to
dl_“' Filae !

At thix point 1 want to say that while, in
order Lo be sceurate, it is necessary 10 state
that 1 Lroops of Thoburu's Di vision, with
their trains and all the other wreck of theis
routed cawp, !

1]

CAME SURGIRG BY US,

I do not! blame the men. That division
embraced Massachusetts, Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia, New York bheavy artillery ) and West

Virginia voops. 1 do not recollect the regi-
mente, but 1 know thal they were all good
They bhad forced the ford st Snick-
er's Ferry the 15h of Augus!, where they
bad to wade (o their anpits under the ene-
wmy's fire of infantry aud artillery, and Lisd
then routed Lim from kis position. At the
Opeguan, Septl. 19, they had 1eade po un-
ceriain battle. At Fisher's Hill, Sept. 22,
they had wmade

and bad struck

‘!"'Uil",

a detour over 8 mounisain
the entmwy mn loe flank at a
decisive moment, and 1o all intents and
purposes had decided the battle,

Ul course it would be 2 mockery of Lis-
tory 1o deny that these troops were routed,
But they bad been surprised v their tents
Miany of them had on nothing but their un-
derclotbes,  Boldiers can pever be Lo blame
for such a misfortune as that. I do not pre-
lepd 1o say whose fanlt it was that the men
of Thobure's Division were surprised in
their tents before daylight. I it was Tho-
burw’s fuult, be expiated it with his lile
and that seitles his part of the ac ounut, m;

far as I am concerped. But 1 sms sure that

the enemy could never bave routed those |

suen 1o that fashion if they had had a ghost
of a chapee to forme up for battle. With
this explanation I will proceed.

The was pot far behind thew,
though not as close to their becls as they
should bave been; for I very much doubt
whether even the Sixth Corps eould have
stood its ground had the rebels struck us
while that wild mob was sarging over ad
fhrough our ranks. We were ordered to
open on the enecmy with
but could not do 8o for a few minvics owing
to the iamf thew '
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ous du our fronl; so | battery-frout,

that when we did open the cnemy was
pretty close to us, “The rebel infantry be-
gan file-firing as they eame up, and Lieut.

! Fred. Robinson, who commanded the left

seotion, was severely wounded and had to
leave the field, At the same time our in-

| faulry on the left of the battery was com-

pelled to refuse its left flank to face toward
the pike, and in doing so left the battery
without support on either flank. Capt. Me-
Knight—who, I believe, was Acting Chiel, or
doing some other staff duty that day, but
Lappened to be on our fine at that momeut—
us to limber to the rear and
take position on the high kuoll or small
There

now ordered

hill hali a mile or so to the north.
was no use to try to hold that position where
we were, with the nnsupported battery alone,
as the other batteries—Stevens®s, Adams's
Etten's—to the right bad already
began to retire with Wheaton's (First) Di-

and Van

' viston. There was o brashy little ravine close

to onr left flank, where a little rill flowed
into Meadow PBrook, and the enemy's skir-
mishers swarmed into this and, as we were
litabering up, fired a volley which downed
every driver nnd team on No. 2 gun of the
left section, and they also reached farenongh
around our left flank to get in on our rear
and cripple two of the caisson teams, 80 that
we had to abandon that gun and the two cais-
sons of the left section. But we got off with
the other five guns and four caissons, and fell
rapidly back to the point indicated, going
in battery again on the west side of Meadow
Iirook opposite Middletown village or ham-
let, a little in front and to the right of the
old burying-ground, that was on the top of
the knoll. We lost in this first encounter
one officer and 1 suppose as many as 10
men, together with one gpn, two caissons,
and probably 15 or 15 horses,

OUR INFANTEY NOW RAPIDLY FORMED
on the slopes of the knoll or hiil, cccupying
the fences and such other cover as the ground
afforded, we being in the interval between
Grant’s and Bidwell's Drigades. The enemy
bhimsell appeared to be in a good deal of
confusion, and tovk some time to rally—per-
baps balf an bour—on the ground which
we bad occupied at first. There was still
considerabile fog on the lower ground. lm-
mediately on the left flank of the battery
in this new position was another little ra-
vine, with a tombledown stone wall rusn-
ning along the bank next to us, and I koow
it strock me at the tiwe that this exposed
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EAanLY Brouvck Tile WHEN THE SIXTH

SIXTH CORPS, CORPE BDTRUCK
EarLy.

us 1o an altack similar to the one that had
cosl U8 & gun and severnl men in the first
position, To cur right, and runniog along
the side of the hill diagonally to our line,
was another wall, which some part of the
Vermonters had Beyond that our
pew line bent round the enrve of the Lill to
the westward of the Cemelery, g0 that 1
could not see what our troops were doing
over there. Tothe jeft I conld see Bidwell's
wen loruing along the bank of the hrook,
but I neticed they did not connect with the
Vermonters, so thut there was agap of about
20 rods, or st least severnl battery fronts in
width, which the battery was plainly ex-
pected to hold. 5o we loaded caniste;
double, and braced onreelves for husiness of
& pressing I recollect at this mo-
ment noticing Licut, Baldwin, who was on
fuot, aud had two revolvers in his belt, pull
one of them out of its holster and shove it
down ipto his boot-leg, which example
wany of uvs followed. This proved to be
prophetic of the sort of circus thal was com-
ing. Meaptime the wreck of Crook’s and
Emory’s commands bad cleared our front,
most of it surging off through the fields to-
ward the right of the Bixth Corps, where
Iticketis's Division was,

And now the enemy, huviog reformed his
line, came on agsin with loud yells, The
moment they started we opened on them at

neized,

niture.

| point-blauk, and doing some fine execution,

but they wouldn't stop.
ner slnee

Being Acting-Gun-
leaving the first position, ] kept
my muzzle down, 50 that every round “ threw
the dirt in their faces”; but there was no
stopping them. On they came, swinging
their left around to take in yeverse the short
piece of stone wall that the advanced line

case-shol at onee, | of the Vermouters held, and in doing so the

musketry of Lheir left began 1o enfilade our
Our right and center sec-

-

tions stood their gronnd well, and the right
gun was slewed round to the right to meet
this flank atta®. Dot Lient. Rolinson, of
our left section, had been already shot, and
one of his guns had been abandoned, as be-
fore-mentioned, in cur firat pesition, so that
section was wholly demoralized, and all its
remaining men were either shot or flinched
from their gun, which was exposed to a fire
from the ravine hefore deseribed. The en-
emy was now s0 near that we “conld sece
the whites of his eyes,”
AND FINING AB JIIE CAME ON.

I should explain herve that they were coming
on in two lines; the first a rather heavy skir-
mish-line, about 10 to 20 rods in advance of
their main line, and they were also reaching
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“TO CARE FOR HIM WHO HAS BORNE THE BATTLE, AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS."
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tery being formed at first in the Jeft salient
angle of i, und after wo were wrecked, as de-
seribed, forming agnin with two guus a little
in rear of Didwell’s ledt flanlk,

This was what we always tormed *“ the soc-
ond position " of onr division, and it was almost
exactly opposite—that is, just neross Meadow
Brook—from Middletown hamlet, and we held
it for more than an hour, unsupported by any
other troops, except Stevens's Sth Me, battery,
with the exultant enemy closing in on us from
three sides, As this was by great odds the
closest and most dosporate fighting that I suw
during the whole war, and as the behavior of
our infantry on that oceasion filled me with
nnspeakable admiration, 1 have faken mnch

| puing to ageertain, by subsequent investigation,

round our left flauk from the other side of the |

But it was their front or skivmish-line
There wore prohably abont 75

brook.
Lhat st ek ns,

or 80 of them that sctually struck us, and the
row was all over before the main line got up. |
{ could not believe that they wore actunlly going
to close with

us until 1 saw the nien ou the
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the exact cireunmstances nudor which that par-
tionlar part of the battle was fought. The
strength of our division was as follows: War-
ner's Irigade, 1,200; the Vermont Brigade,
1,280 ; Bidwell’s, 1,050 or 3,500 muskets in the
whole division, 18 nréillery was only the five
guns of onr battery in line, though, as shown

l on the diagram, the inevitable Stevens with
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his unfailing old 5th Me, had got onto the
high kuoll opposite Warner's flank, and was
liternlly deluging the eneniy on that side with
his eanister, We had three guns playing with

THE UT'AS,

remaining gun of our left section flinch from it | double eanister on the troops coming down on

and ron toward the old gravevard wall, Their
front line was not in any kind of order, but
there wins an oflicer leading them, and 1 dis-
tinetly heard him shount: " Rally on the bat-
tery! Rally on the battery!” Our section
and the right section stood flrm.  Pat drove
home his last doubio canisters when thel
leading men were within 40 feet of him, and 1
yanked the lanyard right in their teeth, almost,
before he was clear of the muozzle; but they
were right on top of us, and they " opeuned

out,” o that the charge did not hit any of |

them, 68 I eonld see, nnd in a second they were
moongst us, It was now man o man, hand to
Laud, with bayonet aud musket-butt ou their
side and revolvers, rummwer-hieads and bhand-
spikes on ours! There was no room for doubt
as to the quality of MeKnight's battery then,

But just nt this supreme moment their ad-
vauce line reeled and wavered, B or 100 of the
Vermonters rallied on our lank, and began to
rake our battery front with their musketry,
and Licut, Baldwin desperately attempted to
limber the remaining guns to therear. As ihe
limbers * whoeled in ™ for this purpose they got
s fleree volley from the enemy’'s msain loe, that
had halted about 200 feot from us, and nearly
every driver and horso in the five teaws foll,
This volley wounded Baldwin, Killed our Neo.
5, ~Olulsen, or Oleson, a Danish boy, who was
shot through the head, and foll against me, and
the bload that spouted from his temple flew all
aver my loft sleeve and side, staluiug my uni-
form from the eibow to the knee,—and downad
everybody in Lhe section, except Kennedy and
one oy two of his Cannencers No. 1, and
Pat, Ned and me on No. 2, Maantime the
Yermontors, who had begn driven from their
stone wall, or rather flanked out of its cover,
kept rallyivg on our right as they came back,
and raking oar battery front with a fire that
held the rebel main line momentarily in check.
The advanced skirmish-line of the reboels was
now disposed of, and as every one of our com-
missloned ollicers were gone, Serg't Yoder and
the 16 or 17 of us thut were left, some Can-
noneers who hiad esenped the butchery of the
mowment belore, gome drivers who had extri-
cited thomselves out from under their fullen
teams, together with Sorg't Durkbart and
Corp'ls Nore, Kennedy and Beck, surccecdaed,
with the Lelp of some of the infautry, in drag-
ging off Lwo guns—No. 1 of the right aud No,
1 of the ceuter soctivns—by band with pro-
longe-ropes,

Ad we began to move off with thiese two gans
;ﬂ: could see in the smoke and yet remalulog
Ug

VERMO N TE S
still rallying to cover us, und as the enemy's

THE UNCONQUERADNLE

our front, and the other two wheeled to the
left, working at the onewy across the ravine,
The otlicial maps and records show that the
foreo attackiong us al this time was as follows:
Iu frout, nttacking the Vermonuters, Ramsenr's
[Hvision, 2,500 ; on onrdeft, asianlting Bidwell,
Pegram's Dviston, 1,80 or 2,000 ; on our right,
pressing and flanking Wamer, Kershaw's 1)i-
vision, sboat 2,600 ; or nearly 7,000 muskots in
all, with 18 guns. At this time, from 8 o'clock
in the morniug till past &, we received vo help
or support from any othar troops of the army,
except Stovens's hattery and two or three small
regiments of dismounted eavalry which Mer-
ritt had formed nlong the brook to prolong
Bidwaell'a left. To all intonts and purposes,

| therefore,

minin line came on again the infuutry had it |
with bayonet and muosket-hatt, right smoug the |

guns that we had abaudoned,

We had not gone back more than 40 or 50 yords

when we found one gun-limber with two
horses and another with four that had esciped
the wreek, and to these we at once llmbered
the two guns with the prolonges, and
dragged them back some distance—at least out
of reach of the rebel buyonets! We were now
moving along on the west bank of the Lrook
inasort of beaten track that had evidently
been made by farm wagons in the pescelul
days goue by, We continued this retrent for
some minnles, vt we enme to a little ri-
vite formoed by a small riil that runs into
Meadow Brook from the west, and here we
found, under cover of the ravine, one of onr
caisgons that had eseaped the wreek in our
first position. Just at this moment the en my
began to swarm up from seross the brook ull
the flank of the Yermonters and Bidwell's
Brigade, who were still in our front, Gghting
as no other infautry ever fought, and threaton-
¢l to take thew In reverse. We instantly
opencd with our two guns on this lanking col-
utnn, tuking them en echarpe with double
mnister as they swung sround on the ot'er
bank of the brook, and we made their leading
line recoil back to the pike and take shelter
among the fonees and houscs of the little ham-
let of Middletown !
There has never been a doubt In my mind
but that the Vermonters, Bidwell's aund
Wheatou's old Brigades, who were in our front
there, would have held that second position if
the First Division of the Sixth Corps on their
right

50

HAD NOT GIVEN GROUND,

exposing their right flank, These brigades
composed Gotty's Becond Division, Sixth Corps :
The First, known as Frank Wheaton's old Liri-
gade, was composed of the 624 N. Y, and the
934, 98th and 139th Pa., and was then com-
manded by Col. Warner, “I'heSecond Brigade,
known as the " Old Original Vermont Brigade”
(sometivies nick-named by the other troops
“Eithan Allen's Guards"), was made up of the
1st I, A, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th and Gth Vt,

Now, this purticular time was 8 or 9 o'clock
in the morning, The wreck of the Eighth
and Nineteenth Corps was still at its worst.
The First Division of the Sixth Corps was giv-
ing ground to our right, Bidwell’s (Third) Bri-
gade, of Getty's Division, composed of the rem-
pants of six regiments, none of which were
more than 180 strong—so that the brigade was
hardly equal to a full regiment—this brigade,
on the loft of the Vermonters, was swung back
alwost at right angles to the line of the Ver.
mont Brigade to meot the flank attack now de-
veloping from the direetion of the pike.
Meantime, as the First Division continued to
give gronnd on our right, Warner had to keep
throwing baek his right flank until the thres
brigades of Getty's Division assumed the posi-
tion of three sides of a hollow square, our bages

GETTY'S DIVISIAON, SINGLE-HIANDED,

was stand ing off three of Farly's Divisions, and
wan fighting odds of ut least two to one,
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place where we halted wns at the point where
Meadow Brook tomes nearest to the lino of the
pike, and the time was near noon. ‘This was
the end of the rotrogriule movement of the
Sixth Corps on any part of its line, and wo
were put into battery —or rather into section-—- |
by Gen. Lewis Grant bimself, Weopencd with
ennister again in this position, but as the enemy
did not como on, we censed at the third round.
In fact, s both guns had been drawing on the |
caisson that we found in the ravine, us belfore
stated, and no new supply had come up, 1L 18
probablo thnt we had little if any more calister
loft; we having fired, I should say, 60 to 70
rounds per gun during the honr or so that wo
were holding the position on the knoll to the

left and rear of Didwell’s line, and when wo |

drove the enemy’s flankers back into Middle-
town. )
While in this position we wers reorganized

as & seetion, all our remaining ammunition was |

packed in tho limbers, and the teams
guns, 8o that we were in pretty good shape for
nction again.
Knight, in a brief interval of his staif duty.

At this point I feel that this sketeh wonld be
incompleto if I failed to vefer more than casu-

.
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ally to the stand made by Old Greenleaf Ste-
vens and

118 IMMORTAL OTH ME. BATTERY,
already mentioned. The fact that Stevens's

| boys bad been comrades with the old battery

when in the First Corps, and I knew many of
thew personally, has nothing to do with this
special mention, 1 have already remarked
that at the time « hen Geotty's Division was
"going it alone™ in s second position, Ste-
vens, who had apparently been reliring in the

interval between the right of Getly and the |

left of Wheaton, formed his battery on the
knoll opposite the right flank of Warner's Bri.

| gade, and opened a tremendons fire of canister
{ on that part of tive enemy's Hue which was ad-

(AR T the groand wacated by our First
This |

ptate of things seldom oecurred, a8 our forces |

usually outonumbered the rebels. Buat in this
particnlar and most erjtheal part of Cedar Crock
the odds were largolgMgainst us. It is this
stand made by Getty's Lavision to which Early
refers in his report, when he says: “ 1 fonnd
the Sixth Corps postod op the ridge west of the
r.lk-: nud offering determinod rosistance. Gien,
tnmsenr and Gon, Pogram had nsked for nssist-
ance, stating that ther were unable to force
this line, It had mmr-lott-!y nrrosted onr prog-
resa at that point!"” At this time our First
Division (Wheaton's) was alout half a mile to
the right-rear of Warner, relorming, it having
boen semewhat shattered in the frst onset, and

vaucing to envelop Warner. These, I under-
staod from the histories, wust have been Ker.
shaw's troops; but there was auother rebol di-
vision coming up still beyoud Kershaw over
Division.
This, nccording to Early's account, was Gar-
don’s Division, and one or wore Lrigades of it
started to charge Stevens's butiery.
to the bestinformation I could get, immediately
after the battle or since, there was no infautry
of the First Division withwn supposting dis-
tance of Stevons st that moment, us that divis-
fon was then reforming at from one-thind to
one-half a milo in his rear. But he stood his

 ground and repulsed the charge of Gordon's

our Third Division (Ricketts's) was clear over |

to the right, a mile away, trving to cover the
raliyving of the Ninsteenth Corps.
Jowing dlngram will give an approximate idea
of the situation st thistime]:

i e b i
= b T0 b*. M.
131t A CaM¥p mSixth Corps,

|

b First pusition First
Diviston

b First position Second
IHvision.

e Firme position Thind
Diviaton,

d l;‘itll.‘ pousition Batlery

7

77100 0n 10 A, M.
B Celuetory.
e ‘_-\'nrlu_-r L] “lluullv.
1038 seoond  position,
I Vermontlers, socvond
posilion
b Hattery M iflve guns),
weeand position
g Bldwell's rigade,
second position

1 I Dismonnted esvalrey,
m | secotul position,
y L l k Dattery M (two guus)
- ulter woeek.
sy g 1 Tavlor's horse bat-
# tery,
m First  Divislon  re-
] farming, seoond po-
ﬂ'—-* sithon, '

n Slevens holding

knoll,

i

Vonemny, Hrst nlincle

Pegram nitacking Nidwell,

ax Advanee hoe stteeking Hattery M,
Hamsecur ottneking Vermonlers.

-
i

4 Kembaw sttacking Warmner,
5 Gordon attacking steveus's batlery,

6 Wharton fanking tidwell,
11 A. M. TO 4 P AL
Finalstind Sixth Corepa,
ighiteontls Cox o ]u'l“cd.
Stevons wnd Adams,
Van EKiten,
Hemunt Buttery M { p, ny,
Eud of rebel advange,
Rebel binterles,
—
— e |00 LrGopa,
Kebel Lroups,
T3 1 Artillery
: = Approximnte Hae of fnlling back,
Urossronds betwienn plke and back road,

Bo Gelly's Division was nbsolately going it
alone.  For more thun gu bhour this desperate
and anequal stengele aged along the banks of
the ravine and numong the trees and fonces of
the fleldys west of Middletown with a ferocity
that 1 never saw |l:u1‘ttll£ud. Hut it could not

uvail, The heroie Bidéell tell in the offort to
stewm the tide that surghd in on him from the
direction of the pike; even Warnor's * Dig-
bands,"” us we used to eall them, gave gronnd at
last, und that left the Vermonters with both
flanks exposed,  Llhe whole division then (be-
tween 9 and 10 o’clock) begen to retire. There
was no breaking und mo confusion, If every
man of them bud been o Bougal tiger fighting
for life in his native jungle, they could not
have retreated more sullenly por dealt more
destructionabout them ab they fell back, They
ratived in two lives, one falling back through
the other, in perfect order, and the rebels®lid
not follow them very clasely cither. As this
rotrogride movemont begau, Gen, Lewis Grant
—then in command of the division—sent an
Aid to order us out of that and over the little
ravine and to full baek €ill further orders. So
with our two guus and ope eaisson and perhaps
22 or 24 men-—sovernl hdving rejoined us from
the wreck —wo retived with the prolonges fixed,
and hauled our crippled guns slong the west
bauk of the brook uutil we got on n high knoll
about three-quarters of a mile from Middletown,
where, as the pursnit had ecased and we saw
the Vermonters and Wheaton's Brigade halting
in our front, wo facpd again, halted, unlimbered
and formed section, Weo did not retreat any
further, Whether the enemy had exhausted
himself, or whether he was dauted by the front
thut the Vermenters and Wheaton'sold Brigade
and the remains of Bidwell's showed him thee,
I don't know, but he recoiled finally and futally
from this lust position,

This was ubout ghres-fonrths of & mile below

[The fol- |

troops, whe did not get more thun half-wuy up
the seclivity of the konoll he was Lolding, aud
who, nccording to Gen. Early's account, ** re.
coiled in considerable confusion,” It 18 true
that Capt. Stevens subscquently retired from
this kuoll, in erder to take position in the thisd
and finnl line formed by the Sixth Corps that
day, and from thia position he, with the other
batteries before mentioned—Adams and Van

| Ltten—engaged tho rebel artillery about 3 p.
{ m. in the sharp duel with case-shot that formed

the prelude to onr grand advancoe all along the
But 1 feel justifed in saying that Ste-
vens took ap his second position without in-
fantry support, hold it agaiust n hieavy infantry
charge, which he repulsed noaided, besides cou-
tributing materinlly to the stand made by
Getty's Division In that position, It is hardly
necesanry to add that this was one of the wost
Lrillisnt artillery exploits of the war.

After we hadd balted in our secoud position
we got a chinee to compare noles, Huout aud
1 of our gun detachmont were safe. Callahan
had stuck to”the gun, deapite his tora and
Hoody hip, until the excitement began to

abate: but then his wonnd began to ache and |

got still, and ns we suw Dr, Wood's fleld-hospital
i

] flag on the other sideo of Meadow Brook, some

| distanee

down the pike, Nod hobbled over
there, and we did not see him again for some
woeks, Tom D -y wis “missing.” He
turned vp the next day, sale aud sound,

wit
of falling down and feigning death when the
rebels run over us, and then getting up and
joining our infantry when they retook the
position, going with them ju the pursait and
camping with them all night !

My recollection is that several lower evelids
ware fortively pulied down by Hunt, Kenne-
dy, Yoder and others while Tom was relating
his remarkuble adventures. ‘F'he prevailing
impression was Lthat he had done sowe tall
walking up the ravine of the Brook, as svme
others did when we abandoned
position, Anyhow, Tom was, under ordinary
cirenmstanees, o flrst-rale Canvoneer, and us
his three-years' term was expiring in about n
fortuight, no doubt he wus excusable for not
wanting to tnkae any extraordinarily-desperate
chanees, Cavefully noting the time of oceur-
rences in our second position, wo all agreed
thit the Guuneers and Caononeers alone had
repulsed, or at least staggered, the first ling of
skirmishers that “rallied on the buttery.”
Yoder was sure that Licut. Baldwin had killed |
one of their infantrymen just ss he hiwself |
wusd shot down, and Kennedy thought he Liad
got away with awother in front of his own |
gun, Callahan had kooecked one down with
the bandspike after his revolver wus disabled
or cuapty., Hunt was bayoneted in his side,
but instantly killed his assailant, Serg't
Burkhart had shot ono with his revelver in
front of tho right scction, but had not killed
him, as he wans found afterward among the
wounded prisoners, with DBurk’s ball in his
groin.,

It was agreed on all hands, by the infautry
ns well as oursolves, that nothing exactly like
it had been known before. Battories were
often run over and eaptured, but no one had
uver known a fow Cannoncers to do such exe-
cution with their pistols and handspikes
against jiofantry with muoskets and bayonets;
or a remnant of 17 or 18 men, without any com-
missioned oflicer left to lead them, to pull two
guns out of such s wreck by hand, and then
go into battery again and reopen fire with
groat eflfect o short distunce to the rear! It
was sidd that Capt. MeKnight and Col, Tomp-
kius both made elaborate reports of this affair,
in which many of the surviving Cannoucers
wero highly rocommended to the favorable
notice of the Commander-in-Chief, and that
Yoder was recommended for an immediate
[:;nmolion. 1 suppose that these reports will

rinted in the * Official Rocords of the Re-
bellion,” when they reach Cedar Croek,

The enemy had got two or three times

PRETTY CLOSE TO OUR OWN MUZZLES

in Battery B, but this was the only time I ever
participated in that sort of circus, So far us
the actusl hand-to-hand encounter was con-
cerned,—Lhat is, from thej time the rebel ad.
vance-line got in among our guns until we

A BLOOD-CURDLING

STORY

; - &
—that is, north of Middletown village. The | -

| impossible to recollect the details.

| is 8o perfectly acenrute.

that |
belonged to the caisson were hooked to the |

This was done by Capt. Me- |

According |

l
|
|
onr second ‘
|
|
|

|

|

| % %

l dying of u gunshot wonnd will always do,) and
|

I don't snppose it occupied two minntes,
But so many things happened in that brief
space, and what 1 saw made such an impres-
gion on my memory, that I could casily fill a
hundred pages with a description of it. 1 sup-
poso the patural impression would be that in
such a rough-and-tumble fight, where friemd
and foe were indiscriminately mixed up, and
every fellow looking out for himself, the whole

| affair wonld present itself to the memory as a

blurred, confused picture, of whiech it would be
Bat, as a
mutier of fact, there is uo experience in my life
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|
|
|
|
]

of which the details, cirenmstunces and inci- |

doentd are so elear, or of which my recollection
I can distinetly re-
member not enly everything that I did, or that
was done about me, but every thought that
enme into my mind, every impulse that I felr,

| and every musele that [ exerted, from the lust
| time I pulled the lanyard wutil we began to

iinul off our guns.

In order to clearly eomprehend what such a
rough-and-tumble flght means, it is necessary
| to expluin briefly the lay of the ground. We
were formed an the crown of a slight knall,
which terminated abruptly on our left flank
in the bank of the ravine formed by n littie
| branch of Meudow Brook, and oar lelt gun

{the remnining one of our left section) was

close to this bank. In our immediats
| thore was o '-“;hl fll'[l!l':-'-iqu. anil Ll—_\'nml thiat
| another knoll, and along the brow of that
| knoll, about 20 rods from our position, was &

stone wall, or the remaios of one, nearly par-
allel to the line of battle. To our right about

10 rods was another wall, running obliguely to
| our line and jolning the wall in cur front near
| the top of the knoll. The Vermontiers had
| rallied behind this [ast-mentioned picce of
| wall, and the rebels flanked them out of it by

extending their owsn left at the same timne that

their skirmish-line attacked us in front. The

ravine to our left was also full of rebel skir-
{ mishers, who had come across the field between
| Meadow Brook and the pike, from which they

had just drives our dismoanted cavalry
ers. I said that tho men on the remaining =un
of our lefl seetion abaudoned it as svon as the
engmy began to come up out of the ravine, |
do not biame thom, becanse they really had no
chance to defend themsslves, as in the smoke
and remaining fog, and under the cover of the
little ravine, the encmy was right onto them
and in their rear bofore they could see him.
In fact, we would all have been perfectly justi-
fied in abandoning the whole battery. because

' *
ivane

| fantry there were in the attacking line, and we
had
ARBSOLUTELY NO INFANTRY SUPPORT,

other side of the brook at all. In our right and

cenler sections there were 23 or 24 Cannoneers,

four or
| Licut. Baldwin: aod nows of us had auy arms
except our revolvers, It was, therefore, a ques-
tion whether about 30 artillerymen, with re-
volvers, cenld repalse a heavy skirmish-line of
veternn infantry, backed by s main line of
battle less than 20 rods behind them.
| As our gun was on the left of the battery
{ after the erew of the left gnn abandoned it, we
had to deal with the rebels who were coming
up out of the ravive, as well as those directly
in our frout. 1 freely confess that when | had
pulled the lanyurd the last thwe my impulse
was to run ; but when I saw Serg’'t Yoder and
Kenuedy, vrad Beek, Huut and Callahan pall

their revalvers to stand thelr ground, I did not |

sec how I could consistently desert them, and,
beskles, 1 had a sort of feeling that, to some
extent, I had to sustain the reputation of old
BT itself] so 1 glled too and began shooting
at the Jolinnies Bming u} out of the ravine.
{ The uysnal revolver for the Caunoueers was
i the Navy Remingtou or the Colt, but the one
I bad was s “ French tranter,” as they were
called, whkich I had bought from Corp'l
Ray, of the 10th N. Y. Cav., who had taken
it from the body of a Confederato Licuten-
| ant killed at Erandy Station the year before.
{ [ used to say that “I captured it,” but as a

matter of fact I captured it with a five-dollar |
However, it was a captured weapon, by |

bill,
proxy if not in person. It was a self-cocker,
i and of conrse nll six loads were gone out of it
in as many seconds, My last shot hit the rebel

Lieutenant who was leading his men, and |

knocked him down, He was captured later in
the day. He had on a hat that was too large
for him, and, as It afterward appeared, he had
stuffed some paper er pastebipard puder the
| leather sweat-band to make it @t; and as he
happened to have it pulled down over hiseves,
my ball struck it just over his left temple and
wns deflected by the paper wadding in his hat;
{ otherwise it

singed his eycolashes and blew his left cheek
fall of powder. Twool his men were up with
Lim, one on ¢ach side, and Huut shot the one
on his left,

KILLING HIM INSTANTLY.

Bat the one on the right, & wiry little cuss,
barcheadedl, and wearing a red shirt, lnnged at
meé with bis bayouet as the Lietutenant was fall-
ing. I grmbbed the shank of the bayovet with
my left hand, and tried to c¢lose with this fel-

low, intending to hammer him over the head |
with the empty pistol-burrel; but he jerked |

his musket loose aud, shortening for n * tierce
| thrust,” struck at wy neck. 1 threw up my

left arm “ clbow up and wrist down
for my neck, and his bayouet entered my arm

Lhalf way between the elbow and shoulder. It
| penetrated the fesh only as, in my effort to
: apring backwards, I eanglit my heel against a
| stone or somethiong, and fell over | Jis
as 1 was falling 1 sawa bright bayonet and
rille-barrel thrust almost nuder my nose, with
n blinding flash and report, and down eawme
rebel, musket and all, on top of my legs as 1
fell, lutent on my original purpose, and think-
ing that he had ounly stumbled, I guickly dis-
engaged mysell, aud, vising on my left Laund
and knee, struck
my pistol-barrel, reaching for him with every
muscle iu my arm,
ong side, and then I noticed that bhe was * elaw-

MICK,

rilnme.

e
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The Part Taken by the Second Division,
Fourth C{-f?';.

BATTLE OF I'l:-\.‘.‘l([‘}a’.

After‘ Ol»l'i‘;m}}-:ﬁ-‘ﬂ c‘:-_flt'._j'.'. Tzﬁ.ey

Had no Chance.
HAND-TO-HAND FIGHTING
The Commanding General not

BY JOHRN K. SHELLENBERGE

IOWaA,

R, EUVBOLDT,
I1L.
HEN break in

the line was restored.

the

i

gudies were
ledd in

the par-
row space where two

had been. Our lines

|
flank-

| we could not tell how many of the enemy's in- |

except the handful of the Sth and 6th V. who |
had rallied on oor right when fanked out r»fl
[ their position behiud the stone wall, and there |
| was no organized force of our infantry on the |

five non-commissioned otficers, and !

bekind the works
were here six or eight
ranks deep. A regite
{ ighting
Was secon orgamized,
although the officers
and men of the dif-
ferent commands
were intermingled in
the greatest confy.
- sion. The men in the
. : front rank did noth-

ing bat fire. They
| passed back the empty gnus to those in
| the rear, who reloaded them. Ia rear of all
was a fringe of men kneeling. with guns at
a ready. If a head appeared zbove ihe
works but for an instant, down it would go
with one or more bullets through it. Inthe
desperate fighting, when only the breast-
works separated the combatants. onr men
had greatly the advantage. The front rank,
standing against the inside perpendienlar
face of the work, conld stick the muzzle of
a musket over the head-log, and elevating
the breech, could send a plungizg shot into
the ditch outside, and only expose for an

lar sestem o

:
|
|
}insmut a part of the arm and the hand
|

which discharged the piece. On accounnt of
the rounding outward face of the work on
their side, the rebels could reach us with
their fire only by exposing their bodies
| above the work. After Opdycke came
| forward and closed the gap in the line, they
: bad pot the shadow of a change : but with
idesp-era!e courage they persisted in their
jcﬁ'urta till long after dark. Finally they
| gave it up and began to wave their hats and
| other signals elevated on the wuzzles of their
| muskets above the breastworks, and called

over to us to cease firing, and they wounld
. surrender. When in answer to their calls
our firing ceased, many came over and sur-
| rendered, but masy others took advastage
| of the darkness and of the confusion ocea-
sioned by their friends coming aver to escape
| back to their own lines. When the fighting

| ceased the G4th Ohio reformed its ranks to

uust have gone through his head, |
| He was so close when 1 fired that my flash |

"o parry |

- |

| ened and \l!':ﬂt‘r.lif.it‘d, as we

him over the left ear with |

the left of the cotton-gin, in rear of the
104th Ohio. Our men came ont of the erowd
in front, where they had been fighting ever
since they crossed the breastworks. One of
them had in his hands the Siate flag of &
regiment of the Twenty-third Corps, which
| he had picked up from the ground where it
had been dropped, presumably whea the
| regiment ran away. My company was made
up of veterans, non-veterans whese time
| had expired, drafted men and suhstitutes:
yet every man, save one, who bad escuped
the casnalties of the battle, fell into line.
We did not know the fact at the time. but
it came out later that a hired substitute had
fled to the town and hid in a cellar. He re-
mained there all night, was captured in the
morning, was seut South to a prison,
was returniog home alter the war on the ill-
fated Sultana, and fonnd his figal reward in
the waters of the muddy Mississip)
The spirits of our men rese to the highest
pitch over their splendid repulse of the ene-
my. The rebels were complet

rehel

131
|41 P9

ely disheart-

had abundant

testimony in the stories of the prisouers
taken from the diteh outside at the close of
the fight. DBut it all counted for nothing,
i for our 1! was in the fors

Ihis sagged him a little to |

ing gravel” with his fingers, (the convulsive |

grasping at the grass and dirt which a

Rl

at tho same moment [ felt myself seized by the |

shoulder and lifted up, aud heard, “Are you
bugt?"

Looking up I saw Serg't Aldrieh, of the Ver-
monters, who, with a dozen or se of his men,
had got into our scetion, and either killed or
drove back what fow remained of the rebel
skirmishors on the side of the ravine, 1 told
him I was all right,and then I noticed thut our

l'ﬂ”yillg il lik‘ll'.ll.'tl.\'.h eun (No. 1 of our sec-
tion) and trying to deag it off with the pro-
longe, Just then I glanced around toward the
ravine, and nat wt:ill,‘.{ any more rehels coming
out of it, and also noticing that thoss in eae
proper front were ruuning back toward their
main line, I thonght we could save our gun, and
began to strip the prolonge off the hooks for a
drag-vrope. But Old Yoder called out to me to
“Rally on Kenonedy's gun!” And so I ran
and eaught hold of Keunedy's drag-rope with
the rest of the boys and abaudoened our gun in
order to save his.

We thought little about those things in such
times, but as 1 look back at it now I am per-
fectly sure that Serg't Aldrich saved my life;
because that little red-shirted rebel would to &
dead certainty have bayoncted me op the
ground if Aldrich had not killed him as I was
fulling. In such a ruction as that was there
is no time to serrender or to take prisoners.
Fortunately such situations seldom happen,
eéven in the flercest battles; but when they
do, it is always “either kill or die.” 1t is idle
to talk about “ giving quarter ” under such eir-
cumstances. A hand-to-hand fight between an
infuntryman with musket and bayonet and
a Cannoneer with a revolver among the guns

them 999 times out of a theusaud. Thiz Is by no
moans cruel or inhuman warfare. 1 is weiely

u
began, to drag away the twe tfm we saved,

(Continued on %2d page.)

of u battery, must result in the death of one “fl

remapining men and some of the infantry were |

|

aquestion of sccouds. Both men are ncvessarily |
|

Commanding Geners
Ine

across the river, too far away to eatcl: anv of

THE ENTHUSIASM WHICH INFECTED
his mnk and file, or to gaiu a jast ciation
of the true condition of affsirs. 12 Lhas been
cluimed thut Gen. Thomas was respousible for
the nnnecessary rotreal to Nusbvil but the
efficial dispatehes bearivg ou this peint are so
"J-"‘LI-_\‘ JL'\'.'...':_'!'.I[.'.'!?, I need uot Guols ¢m ‘e,
Sutiice it tosay that when Gen. Thowas asked
Schofield by telegraph if be conld hold the line
at Franklin for three days, Scholield replied
in a dispateh dated ut 3 o'cloek ¢ one hour
llt‘l“ﬁ) tho battie '.P?l\.!l.t:ii. L‘:I--: 0e gl | A-HL'.
he conld; that he might hold on for vae day,
but that even that delay would be hazardoas,
and that ho ounght to retive from Fra o thas
night. In shert, his dispatches show that as
Frauklin his mind was still dominnied by the
ghost of Spring Hill. He had not vet recoves-
ed from the panic into which he bhad Leen

thrown &t Duck River, when he finglly realized
that Hood was mu his resr with the main body
of hisnrmy. Ho was flled with 30 wuch appre-
hension for .;‘*mgur anticipated for to-morrow,
the like of wllich he had passed by t nighe,
that he conld not sec the neiual present pressi ue
danger of to-day, which was gatherving in plain
sight in his front, and was almost resdy to
burst upon him at the very hour when this 3
o'clock dispatels was dated. It was in conse-
quonce of these representations of Schofield,
made before the battle was fouehr, that Gen.
Thowas seat bim the erder to fall buck from
Franklin that night.

After the victory was won, what efforts did
Schofield make to have the srdercouurermand-
ed? He telegraphed Gen. Themus as follows:
“The encmy wade 3 heavy and persistent ag-
tack with about two corps, connencing at 4 p.
w. and lasting wntil aiter dark. He was re-
pulsed at all points with heavy loss —probabiy
5,000 or GO, Your dispatch of this p. m. re-
coived. 1 had already given the orders voa di-
rect, and am now executing them.” That is te
say, in the same dispateh ia which he fuformed
Gen. Thomas of the atiack and repuise of the
enemy, ke also informed him that he was cons
tisaing the woveicent in vetreat. What un e
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